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Energy

The Chamber of Deputies 
adopted on Wednesday the 
draft law PL-x 338/2018 for 
amending and 
supplementing the Energy 
Law no. 123/2012 which 
brings significant changes 
in the gas and electricity 
field. 
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► The gas supply services can be decided upon locally, not at the level of the Ministry of Energy, as it is

now. The law changes the way public authorities can organize bids to ensure gas supply to the population.

Therefore, thousands of local administrations in Romania can solve a problem that has lasted for many years

through this simplified procedure for connecting the population to natural gas distribution, which would

become a public utility service under the responsibility of administrative and territorial units.

► At least 50% of the gas transactions in Romania will be made on the stock exchange starting with January

1st, 2019. But it is not certain if this quota will remain the same, because another amendment shows that the

ANRE (Romanian Energy Regulatory Authority) will be able to increase it annually. Moreover, if Romania

imposes such obligations, there is a risk of reactivating an infringement procedure imposed by the

European Commission, which would be an important issue.

Some of the most important amendments are the following: 
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His appointment was made by the Board of Directors and he will replace Mr. Corin Cindrea, who

was also interim. The new CEO of Romgaz has held leading positions in several companies, both in the state

and private sector. He is currently a member of the Hidroelectrica Directorate, a position which he must

abandon in order to become a CEO of Romgaz. He was also State Secretary at the Ministry of Economy,

President of the Authority for State Assets Management and Chairman of the Romanian Post Administration

Board, all between 2012 and 2014. Between 2000 and 2008, he held several positions at Rompetrol.

Currently, Romgaz, like most state-owned companies, is run by interim managers, as the selection

procedures under OUG 109/2011 on Corporate Governance are blocked.

► Adrian Volintiru was appointed interim CEO of the Romgaz 
company on Thursday, for a 4-month period. 
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The company pointed out that Romania has already reached the European Union's requirements regarding

the percentage of renewable energy in the National Energy System since two years ago. In the opinion of

the company's representatives, a pervasive policy in the field of renewable energy could generate large

imbalances in the National Energy System and percentage has not only been reached, but it has been

far exceeded. The company worries that the EU aims to reduce the air pollution level and to reduce the

production of fossil fuels in the upcoming years. Also, trade union representatives in the CEO reacted to this

issue - especially after the Energy Minister announced last week end to the coal-fired power .

They stated that the company needs state support to remain profitable

► Oltenia Energy Complex (CEO) requests Romania to be prudent 
on the development of renewable energy. 
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► Electricity consumption has

increased by 15% this month, due

to high temperatures, according to

a Transelectrica release. However,

specialists say there will be no

supply issues this summer.

► Rompetrol will invest 18 million

USD in gas stations this year. The

company announced - at the

opening of the first fuel station in

District 5 in Bucharest - that it will

open 11 new gas stations in

Romania, for which it has a budget

of about 18 million dollars.

► ANRE is modifying the

Transelectrica tariffs starting with

July 1st: the energy transmission

tariff is rising by 7.5%, and the

system tariffs are decreasing by

12%. The Authority states that these

new tariffs will have no effect on the

final consumers' bill.
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What President Iohannis stated equals with inciting disobedience from the rule of law. What the president

pleases cannot be above the asserted PSD through a press release as a reaction to recent

public statements dismissing the Court decision. Justice Minister Tudorel Toader also reacted by labeling

the actions as most dangerous precedent for rule of law; this is the first time a state official

calls into question a decision of the Constitutional Court of Romania (CCR).

► Follow ups to the already famous Constitutional Court decision 
on the head of the DNA 
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President Iohannis went public last week, declaring that, on official decision, he had read the

motivation and he needs just little more in order to grasp the document; however, the relevant

update is what Iohannis pointed out: a first glance, many questions appeared. clear from the very

beginning that PSD is trying to weaken the institutional powers of the chief of state. Unfortunately,

decision in on the same page. So, we can ask a question: what is the current status? Can they

still be independent? Can they still be efficient on anti- Moreover, the President announced the

possibility to commence a debate regarding official document, possibly pushing for a consultative

referendum. Dragnea announced that PSD is determined to all the if Iohannis will not

decision and dismiss DNA Chief Prosecutor Kovesi.

► What happened? 
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has also talked about the shift of the anticorruption fight to the intelligence services and the

arguing it is all about a repressive, 50s-like system, about handcuffed people in order to be filmed, about the

benefit of doubt being abolished. The Senate Speaker said judges are under public pressure to issue the sentences

requested by prosecutors, who are under the control of the Romanian Intelligence Service (SRI) and that there are

cases when judges refusing to carry out the demands have been indicted themselves. In his speech,

pointed at European Commission, accusing EU officials of attitudes towards the country based only on

image as delivered by certain coercive institutions or different influence groups.

► Senate Speaker Popescu addressed the issue of 
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Former PNL Senator Daniel Zamfir 
joins ALDE 

fundamental rights and freedoms, PNL has 

Zamfir decided to join ALDE because 

democracy, will meet here (e.n. in ALDE). 

. I 
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In his turn, Popescu
announced that the party will 
continue to support projects

Zamfir gave, 

the draft laws he promoted, related to 

limiting or avoiding abuses in the banking 

system, were approved by the Senate 

through the vote of PSD and ALDE, and 

now they are at the Chamber and I hope 

said. Zamfir

expert voices on economy and finance 
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► The simple motion against Economy Minister Andru is going to fail, if we look at the

parliamentary math. However, expect opposition leaders to harshly comment on Andru mandate

results.

► On June 20, the National Liberal Party (PNL) will file the motion of no confidence against

cabinet. The chances for the motion to pass are minimal, since the opposition relies on 165 votes of the total

of 233 necessary votes, even with the support of non-affiliated MPs who joined Victor Pro Romania

party. According to the parliamentary procedure, a motion of no confidence can be initiated by at least a

quarter of the total number of the MPs and is communicated to the Government on the filing date. In order

to be adopted, a motion of no confidence needs the majority vote of Deputies and Senators. Today, the

total number of MPs is 465. Ponta clearly stated that Romania is going to vote for a Government

composed of professional people from PSD, ALDE, Pro Romania as well as the opposition.
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► June 21st is the due date for file on abuse in office. Expect a lot of rumors and tensions before

the sentence.

► Expect Iohannis to take stand regarding decision to revoke Laura Codruta Kovesi. Many voices

from PSD are talking about the suspension of the President if Iohannis is delaying to

decision. Rumor has it that PSD leaders are waiting for sentence on June 21st, in order to make a

final decision. We believe these steps to be highly probable: in case Iohannis does not blink first, he is likely

to be suspended for "48 hours" and replaced by Tariceanu. This version avoids a referendum, while it is

likely to be highly polarizing and contested.
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