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Energy
► Starting this year, energy companies extracting oil from Romania will pay royalties in line with the Brent barrel

quotation on the London Stock Exchange, according to a new Order issued by National Agency for Mineral

Resources (ANRM) and published in the Official Gazette on Friday, May 10.

The taxes will be paid on a quarterly basis, the document says. Brent crude oil average price was 71.06 USD per barrel last year

and local producers are estimating a value of 65 USD per barrel in 2019, according to local media sources.

► The concept of vulnerable consumer protection in the energy sector should be implemented in Romania as

well, according to Saniya Melnicenco, President of the Romanian Petroleum Exploration and Production

Companies Association (ROPEPCA), who said so on May 9, during a conference in Bucharest.

From her point of view, Romania must create the conditions for the development of this industry, such as: a stable legislative

framework for stimulating production and development; opportunities for making new investments and modernizing “the oil

law”; the importance of this industry must be recognized in the Romanian society; certain processes needs to be automated and

de-bureaucratisation of processes related to classified documents must be regulated; customers should have clear access to the

commodity and market and Romania's resources should be better managed by the state.
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► Ramona Ungur is the new Chairwoman of the Board of

Directors of Romgaz, the biggest gas producer in Romania and

owned by the state, starting from May 15, according to a report

released by the Bucharest Stock Exchange (BVB) on May 14, after

Liviu Nistoran gave up on his mandate.

She was already a (Non-executive Independent) Member of the Board

since July 2018 and is Member of Oil Terminal (state-owned company

primarily engaged in the operation of a port terminal for import and

export of crude oil, petroleum and petrochemical products) and Head

of restructuring Department at Banca Comercială Română (BCR) as

well. Also, she has more than 20 years of experience in the banking

system. Liviu Nistoran will remain Member of the Board of Directors of

Romgaz, as the company informed.
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► In other news, the legal case in which Romgaz sued its competitors OMV Petrom, Amromco, Raffles and

Stratum, in order to recover 178 million RON, will be resumed starting from June, after the Court of Auditors

has obtained in court the final confirmation of its decision to start the trial in 2016.

Romgaz obtained a suspension of the trial last year - following an agreement between the company and all its

competitors - at the Sibiu Court, but the Court of Auditors was against it. Between 2013 and 2015, Romgaz sold a larger

quantity of gas than was required by the legislation in force on the regulated market, a market for households and local

heating systems (CETs), at fixed prices set by the Government, which are lower than those they could have obtained on

the free market. At the same time, the other gas producers would have sold smaller quantities on the regulated market

than foreseen in the legislation and took advantage of the higher prices in the free market. Therefore, the Court of

Accounts decided in 2016 that the state, the majority shareholder of Romgaz, must recover its estimated loss of 178

million RON, so the first term of the trial is set for June 19.
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► Romanian national nuclear producer Nuclearelectrica (SNN) and

China General Nuclear (CGN) signed a Preliminary Investors'

Agreement on May 8 regarding the completion of units 3 and 4 at

the Cernavodă nuclear power plant, according to Nuclearelectrica

announcement from the same day.

The agreement is a public-private partnership and will establish the

Romanian-Chinese joint company (JVCo) that will run the project to

complete the two reactors, an investment of over 6 billion EUR. It was

signed at the Ministry of Energy in Bucharest by SNN, CGN and CGN

Central and Eastern Europe Investment Co (CEERI). The Agreement set

the technical and operational platform for the further development of

the project, after the approval and conclusion of the Investors

Agreement.
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► On May 13, the Administration Council of Nuclearelectrica, the

energy producer controlled by the Romanian state through the

Ministry of Energy, sent an information letter to the majority

shareholder for informing them that the company has no money

for additional dividends this year.

According to the Government Emergency Ordinance (OUG)

114/2018, the state companies are obliged to distribute 35% of

the amounts allocated to other reserves as dividends, starting

from this year. But market sources suggests that the company is

preparing to make investment in maintenance and retrofitting of

the production system so they need the money.
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► As a result of the implementation of the Government Emergency Ordinance (OUG) 114/2018, gas

prices in Romania rose by 17% in April this year and surpassed the Austrian hub gas price and the local

regular winter price from previous years.

According to latest reports of the Romanian Commodities Exchange (BRM), the most important liquid gas trading

platform in Romania, the average gas price increased significantly in April compared to the previous month and

reached 95.86 RON/MWh. At the same time, the Austrian hub gas price (CEGH Front Month Index) reached 81.79

RON/MWh. Normally, the gas price should decrease during the spring and summer time and it should increase only

during the winter period. However, due to the latest regulatory changes which discourage the local gas production

and set a capped price for gas delivered to household consumers until end of 2021, Romania is forced to import

significant quantities of Russian gas through Hungary in order to fulfill the entire internal demand. Therefore, the

prices are expected to remain high.
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► The electricity consumption decreased by 1.6% during first quarter of this year in Romania,

according to latest reports published by the National Institute for Statistics (INS) on May 13.

However, while the households consumption increased with 12% compared to the same period of last year, the

industrial activity was lower. At the same time, Romania exported less electricity and increase its imports, compared

to last year, due to a decreased national production.

► Gasoline price decreased during first months of 2019 in Romania, being under the European average

price (0,598 EUR in Romania vs. 0,607 EUR in EU), while the diesel one is 2% higher than the European

average price (0,652 EUR in Romania vs. 0,641 EUR in EU), according to the European Commission’ Oil

Bulletin data published on May 9. At national level, both gasoline and diesel prices paid at the pump are higher than

in January 2019: gasoline with 0,84 RON (17%) and diesel with 0,64 RON (12%).
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► Hidroelectrica, the biggest electricity producer in Romania, owned by the state, has reached a new level

of production for this year on Friday, May 10, being able to cover more than 50% of the national total

demand during peak hours (more than 4,000 MW, representing a new record for 2019), according to real-

time data provided by Transelectrica website, the national transmission system operator. Thus, the company is

having a difficult month in May due to the fact that they are able produce this level of electricity when other type

of producers are not available to work at their full capacity - e.g.: one of the reactors of Nuclearelectrica is shut

down for maintenance, while Oltenia Energy Complex (CEO) and other big producers like OMV Petrom seems to

have dropped out their production, so the only sources which are compensating the electricity demand during

the days are wind turbines and imports. Therefore, this will lead also to an increase of the prices for electricity in

Romania.
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► The Romanian Energy Regulatory Authority (ANRE) is still analyzing the primary legislation of Romania in order

to allow renewable producers to be associated in improving their financial and production performance starting

from this fall, as media sources informed on May 13. This regulatory change should be the renewable producers real

chances of recovery their business development process, thus the legislative solutions were received with great

enthusiasm by the investors until now. More details are expected to appear in the next period.

► The Committees for Industry, Legal Affairs and Public Administration of the Chamber of Deputies have decided

on May 13 that the installation of photovoltaic and solar panels on buildings can be done without licenses,

according to recent data published by all committees on the Parliament website. This decision is part of a draft law and

“will be a real help for prosumers”, Iulian Iancu, Chairman of the Industry Commission, said on the same day. Thus, the

draft law is about to enter into the Chamber of Deputies debates in the Plenary session, so it’s in the final stage of the

Parliamentary procedure because this Chamber is decision-making body.
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Until now, the Environment Fund Administration (AFM) has validated around 270 participants who want to participate

in the photovoltaic panel installation Program created by the Government in order to help the household consumers to

improve their energy efficiency by making them to be prosumers. The number of participants could increase and the

final list would be published no later than next month, the Environment Fund Administration informed in the same day,

on May 13.

► On May 15, Senate President Călin Popescu Tariceanu asked the Prime Minister to pay more attention to the

extension of the concession contract that would allow the consortium formed by Exxon and OMV to exploit the

Black Sea gas, arguing that the two companies would not invest in the offshore gas production in the coming years

without a contract. Moreover, Călin Popescu Tăriceanu pointed out that the exploitation of Black Sea gas will turn

Romania into a regional player on the natural gas market and will ensure our country's independence from the point of

view of gas supply and state budget revenues from coming fees and taxes on this gas. It is expected that the Prime

Minister of Romania, Viorica Dăncilă, will give him an answer during next days.
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► The 9th edition of "Energy day Brașov" conference, one of the most important renewable energy

conferences in Romania organized by REPOM (Renewable Energy Production – Operation and

Management), will take place in Brașov city on May 17, thus market analysts and industry representatives

are expected to be present.

The new EU regulations, their impact in Romania and the future consumer behavior are among the topics proposed for

discussions, as Martin Moise, General Director of REPOM and Vice-president of PATRES (the Organisation of Energy

Producers of Renewable Sources in Romania), said.
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► President Klaus Iohannis sent Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă a letter to explain the rejection of the latest

cabinet proposals, arguing that the nominees lacked experience.

On Wednesday, May 15, President Klaus Iohannis addressed Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă a long-awaited

letter explaining why did he reject her latest proposals for ministerial portfolios and calling on the Prime

Minister to come up with new nominees that respect the criteria concerning relevant experience, clean

reputation and morality. Before receiving the President’s letter, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă declared

that she maintained her position regarding the government reshuffle, which should not be operated

through a vote in Parliament, as suggested by Liviu Dragnea in order to avoid the President’s involvement

in the process.
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► “We, the Leaders of the European Union, have gathered in Sibiu to discuss and look ahead to our

common future”. But, above all, the Sibiu Summit gave us a taste of the upcoming political battles over

EU’s top jobs.

Ahead of the European Parliament elections, the latest informal European Council brought together EU

heads of state or government in Sibiu, Romania, on May 9. It was, by far, the most important foreign policy

moment for Romania in years and, according to official reports, EU leaders focused on strategic plans for

the Union in the near future. They also agreed to meet again in Brussels on 28 May 2019 to discuss the

outcome of the European Parliament elections.
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► Commission First Vice-President Frans Timmermans has addressed Romanian leaders in a new letter on

the state of the justice system, introducing an Article 7 ultimatum.

Frans Timmermans, who is the First Vice-President of the European Commission, has sent a letter to the

Romanian officials on May 10, resuming criticism of the amendments to Romania’s Criminal Codes, while

reportedly threatening that the Commission might trigger the “Article 7” procedure against Romania, the

so-called “nuclear option” of the EU Treaty. Timmermans’ letter was addressed to President Klaus

Iohannis, Senate Speaker Călin Popescu-Tăriceanu, Chamber Speaker Liviu Dragnea, and Romanian Prime

Minister Viorica Dăncilă. The Brussels official reminded that the Commission has issued warnings and

recommendations on the changes to the criminal legislation last November, as part of the latest CVM

(Cooperation and Verification Mechanism) report.
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► U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry worried about the Romanian Government’s intentions to build to

nuclear reactors in cooperation with a Chinese state-owned company.

As reported on May 15, answering questions during a debate in the U.S. Congress Energy Sub-committee,

U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry declared he was concerned about the Romanian Government’s decision to

build to nuclear reactors in Cernavodă, close to the Mihail Kogălniceanu U.S. military base, in cooperation

with a Chinese state-owned company. While Perry did not enter into further details, he answered a lengthy

question addressed by Illinois Congressman Adam Kinzinger.
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► President Klaus Iohannis held a bilateral meeting with his French counterpart Emmanuel

Macron, on the sidelines of the Informal Summit of EU heads of state and government;

► President Klaus Iohannis notified the Constitutional Court of Romania regarding the Law

amending the Criminal Procedure Code and judicial organisation;

► President Iohannis says Romania was close to Schengen area, but PSD came to power to

attack the laws on justice;

► President Klaus Iohannis joined EU leaders in Brussels to meet Eastern Partnership

counterparts, celebrating 10 years of the Eastern Partnership.
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► On Europe Day, PSD organized a rally in Iași, despite criticism and extended protests.

PSD Chairman Liviu Dragnea later accused President Klaus Iohannis of “stealing Europe’s

Day”;

► Separately from PSD’s Liviu Dragnea, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă took part last

week in electoral rallies in West Romania: Alba Iulia, Cluj, Arad, Timiș and Satu Mare;

► PSD leaders refused to meet with European Socialists gathered in Sibiu, who held an

extended meeting on the sidelines of the Sibiu Summit;

► Romanian Government to approve its convergence programme for 2019, according to

Prime Minister Premier Viorica Dăncilă;
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► Romanians who earned less than 12 gross minimum wages between 2014 and 2017

may be exempted from the payment of health contributions, according to a draft

released by the Ministry of Finance on May 8;

► Deputy Prime Minister Ana Birchall met with the U.S. Ambassador for International

Religious Freedom - Sam Brownback;

► PSD Chairman Liviu Dragnea announced on Sunday, May 12, an increase of subsidies

and the VAT deduction for vegetable growers.
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► The National College for Studying the Securitate Archives (CNSAS)

announced on the May 9 that was suing former President Traian Băsescu for

collaborating with the former communist secret police (Securitate);

► PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș reacted to the Article 7 warning by pointing

the blame towards the PSD Chairman Liviu Dragnea;

► PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș had a meeting with French President

Emmanuel Macron on the sidelines of the Sibiu Summit;
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► PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș criticized President Klaus Iohannis, but later

retracted some of the accusations;

► National Liberals (PNL) held their own electoral rally in Iași, on May 11,

and President Iohannis was one of the speakers;

► PNL asked the Constitutional Court to invalidate Liviu Dragnea’s mandate

in Parliament.
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► Romania sent an official extradition request for former Constanta mayor

detained in Madagascar, who is expected to be escorted back to Romania on

May 20;

► The electoral bureau chairs of the polling stations and their deputies were

appointed on Sunday, May 12, through a computerized drawing of lots;

► Anca Alexandrescu returned as Liviu Dragnea’s communication adviser;

► PSD decided to cancel a “mega-rally” in Bucharest, claiming that the party did

not want to cause discomfort for the people.

Political – Trends to watch this week 

https://www.fppg.ro/


President Klaus Iohannis sent Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă a letter to explain the rejection of the latest cabinet

proposals, arguing that the nominees lacked experience

► On Wednesday, May 15, President Klaus Iohannis addressed Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă a long-awaited letter explaining why

did he reject her latest proposals for ministerial portfolios and calling on the Prime Minister to come up with new nominees that

respect the criteria concerning relevant experience, clean reputation and morality. On the rejection of Eugen Nicolicea, the Prime

Minister’s earlier proposal for the Ministry of Justice, President Iohannis argued that Nicolicea lacked the necessary experience to

handle a complex portfolio such as Justice. Iohannis asked the Prime Minister to come up with a new proposal of a candidate that

fulfils criteria regarding the needed general and specialized background, experience, instruction and abilities, as well as clean

reputation and morality. The President maintained the same arguments as regards the rejection of Tit-Liviu Brăiloiu as Minister for

Romanians Abroad (replacing Natalia Intotero) and Oana Florea as Minister of European Funds (replacing Rovana Plumb). Before

receiving the President’s letter, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă declared that she maintained her position regarding the government

reshuffle, which should not be operated through a vote in Parliament, as suggested by Liviu Dragnea in order to avoid the

President’s involvement in the process. Prime Minister Dăncilă added that a discussion on the topic will take place in the party’s

National Executive Committee.
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“We, the Leaders of the European Union, have gathered in Sibiu to discuss and look ahead to our common

future”. But, above all, the Sibiu Summit gave us a taste of the upcoming political battles over EU’s top jobs

► Ahead of the European Parliament elections, the latest informal European Council brought together EU heads of

state or government in Sibiu, Romania, on May 9. It was, by far, the most important foreign policy moment for Romania

in years and, according to official reports, EU leaders focused on strategic plans for the Union in the near future. They

also agreed to meet again in Brussels on 28 May 2019 to discuss the outcome of the European Parliament elections.

The gathering was focused on EU leaders’ exchanges as regards the bloc’s next strategic agenda for 2019 to 2024. The

discussions in Sibiu were based on the Leaders’ Agenda note prepared by European Council President Donald Tusk and

were divided into two parts, the first focusing on the external dimensions and the second on the internal dimensions.

As explained by President Tusk, “we will see the results of this discussion in June, when - as the European Council - we

will adopt the EU’s priorities for the next five years, also known as the Strategic Agenda.”

Political – Key News
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► Yet the EU heads of state or government have also adopted a Summit Declaration, widely seen as general and criticized for

lacking substance. In a nutshell, the “Sibiu Declaration” includes ten commitments on various chapters, such as the need of

unity (“we will stay united, through thick and thin”), the importance of democracy and the rule of law (“we will continue to

protect our way of life, democracy and the rule of law”), investments in young people (“we will safeguard the future for the next

generations of Europeans”), focus on security goals (“we will protect our citizens and keep them safe”) and Europe’s global

leadership.

► Coming back to President Tusk’s announcement that he would convene EU heads of state or government again on May 28,

strategies for the first formal negotiations over the top EU jobs have marked the talks in Sibiu. The process by which EU leaders

choose their top official - the European Commission President - was in dispute in Sibiu, as French President Emmanuel Macron

declared that he felt no obligation to follow the Spitzenkandidat or “lead candidate” system that envisions the European Council

choosing the nominee of the party winning the most seats in Parliament. “I don’t feel bound at all by the principle of the

Spitzenkandidat,” Macron said at a news conference in Sibiu. Macron is currently working with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte

and ALDE’s Guy Verhofstadt to form a new centrist political family that will replace ALDE and subsequently challenge the current

political forces.
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► German Chancellor Angela Merkel reiterated her support for Manfred Weber (EPP nominee for Commission

president) but also conceded that his selection would not be treated as automatic by some of her colleagues on the

Council. “I support Manfred Weber, to make this very clear,” she told reporters after the summit. Weber, who was in

Sibiu to take part in separate EPP events, said he was not concerned about the criticism of the system by some national

leaders. “They take it seriously, that’s good,” he said.

► Political sources have also reported that, during the Sibiu Summit, European Union leaders raised the possibility of

making Bulgaria’s Kristalina Georgieva, the chief executive officer of the World Bank, the next president of the EU

Commission.
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Commission First Vice-President Frans Timmermans has addressed Romanian leaders in a new letter on the state

of the justice system, introducing an Article 7 ultimatum

► Frans Timmermans, who is the First Vice-President of the European Commission, has sent a letter to the Romanian

officials on May 10, resuming criticism of the amendments to Romania’s Criminal Codes, while reportedly threatening that

the Commission might trigger the “Article 7” procedure against Romania, the so-called “nuclear option” of the EU Treaty.

► Timmermans’ letter was addressed to President Klaus Iohannis, Senate Speaker Călin Popescu-Tăriceanu, Chamber

Speaker Liviu Dragnea, and Romanian Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă. The Brussels official reminded that the Commission

has issued warnings and recommendations on the changes to the criminal legislation last November, as part of the latest

CVM (Cooperation and Verification Mechanism) report. Moreover, Timmermans has now argued that the 2018 CVM report

has identified major issues threatening the independence of justice and that there is “a clear trend to challenge the

authorities, notably the High Court of Cassation and Justice and the National Anti-Corruption Directorate, which are

essential for the fight against corruption.”
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► The EC First Vice-President also mentioned that, in spite of recent efforts, several concerns have been

disregarded by Romanian authorities in the adopted texts - providing examples such as the reduced time served

in prison for certain offenses in public office, such as abuse in office. Timmermans further argues that,

considering all these concerns, if improvements are not made as soon as possible or if the latest amendments to

the Criminal Codes are promulgated, “the Commission will trigger the Rule of Law Framework without delay.” For

context, the latest amendments to Romania’s Criminal Codes were passed on April 24, but later referred to the

Constitutional Court by President Klaus Iohannis and the National Liberal Party.

► Commission Spokesperson Margaritis Schinas has confirmed the letter sent by Timmermans to Romanian

leaders, stating that the European officials will not hesitate to quickly launch procedures on violating the

Community law if necessary.
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► In turn, Romanian ALDE MEP Renate Weber declared that Frans Timmermans has made an “unworthy

move” with the letter sent to the Romanian authorities threatening to trigger Article 7, arguing that the

European officials have turned Romania into Europe’s bad apple in order to hide the problems of other

countries.

► On Wednesday, May 15, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă also reacted to Timmermans’ letter, expressing her

disappointment and saying that “I saw many European Commissions, but I believe this is a political act. Such a

letter to the Romanian Government, two weeks before elections, seems inappropriate. The Government did

not make any decision on justice, thus it cannot be blamed for anything.” Prime Minister Dăncilă also

concluded that “the threat with Article 7 is a dangerous thing.”
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U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry worried about the Romanian Government’s intentions to build to nuclear

reactors in cooperation with a Chinese state-owned company

► As reported on May 15, answering questions during a debate in the U.S. Congress Energy Sub-committee, U.S. Energy

Secretary Rick Perry declared he was concerned about the Romanian Government’s decision to build to nuclear reactors in

Cernavodă, close to the Mihail Kogălniceanu U.S. military base, in cooperation with a Chinese state-owned company. While

Perry did not enter into further details, he answered a lengthy question addressed by Illinois Congressman Adam Kinzinger.

Congressman Kinzinger begun his intervention by stating his concerns about “our Romanian allies seriously considering to close

the deal with the Chinese state-owned company China General Nuclear Power Corporation. Kinzinger underlined that Romania

has signed a preliminary agreement with the Chinese company in view of constructing two nuclear reactors worth a few billion

dollars, while the Romanian Government refused offers of American companies in this regard, due to “China’s increasing

influence in Romania.” Kinzinger was also the one to point out that the two nuclear reactors in question are few miles away

from the U.S. military base in Mihail Kogălniceanu, where American soldiers are stationed.
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President Klaus Iohannis held a bilateral meeting with his French counterpart Emmanuel Macron, on the

sidelines of the Informal Summit of EU heads of state and government

► The two Presidents met in Klaus Iohannis’ former office in the Sibiu City Hall. “Re-founding Schengen is

absolutely essential,” French President Emmanuel Macron said ahead of the Informal Summit of EU heads of

state and government on Thursday, May 9, while in Sibiu. The President of France pointed out that this is also

one of the desiderata of the meeting in Sibiu. He also mentioned that, “speaking of the future, the true

ambition” is climate. Thus, President Macron brought to mind that France, together with eight member states,

signed an agreement, committing to reduce CO2 emissions to zero until 2050. Emmanuel Macron also spoke

about the desideratum of a new economic and social growth model at EU level. Concerning the Sibiu

Declaration, Macron assessed the endeavor as “ambitious”.
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President Klaus Iohannis notified the Constitutional Court of Romania regarding the Law amending the

Criminal Procedure Code and judicial organization

► On Friday, May 10, President Klaus Iohannis sent to the Constitutional Court of Romania (CCR) an

unconstitutionality notification regarding the Law for amending and supplementing Law No. 135/2010 regarding

the Criminal Procedure Code, as well as for amending Law No. 304/2004 regarding the judicial organisation, the

Presidential Administration informed. The Law amending and supplementing Law No. 135/2010 regarding the

Criminal Procedure Code, as well as for amending Law No. 304/2004 regarding the judicial organisation have

been sent to the President by the Romanian Parliament in view of being promulgated since May 2. These acts

have previously been subjected to constitutionality controls, as the Constitutional Court, through Decision No.

633/2018, established the unconstitutionality of some provisions.
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President Iohannis says Romania was close to Schengen area, but PSD came to power to attack the laws on

justice

► PSD is to blame for Romania not being in the Schengen area, President Klaus Iohannis said on Saturday, May 11,

while in Iași to launch his book ‘EU.RO. An open dialogue about Europe.’ The Head of State said Romania has been very

close to joining the Schengen area, but as PSD won the general elections and started to amend the laws on justice,

attracting EU’s criticism, the admission process was blocked. He added that the second issue related to Romania’s

inability to join the Schengen area so far concerns migration, namely EU’s lack of trust in Romania’s capacity to control

the migration flow. “We know how to handle it. So, this foreign argument is not withstanding. I talked with the

European leaders hundreds of times,” Iohannis said. President Iohannis has also attended PNL’s electoral rally in Iași,

thus marking his first meeting campaigning for the European Parliament elections and for the referendum on justice. He

stated that PSD was in Iași days earlier to humiliate the city’s residents, telling them that the European elections and

the referendum were not important, while arguing that “this gang that want to get their hands on Romania” is wrong.
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President Klaus Iohannis joined EU leaders in Brussels to meet Eastern Partnership counterparts,

celebrating 10 years of the Eastern Partnership

► The meeting took place at the invitation extended by European Council President Donald Tusk and it was occasioned

by the celebration of 10 years since the launching of the Eastern Partnership, an initiative which consists in creating a

common area of democracy, prosperity, stability and cooperation between the EU member states and the partner

states - Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, Ukraine. President Klaus Iohannis argued for

the continuation of the Union's commitment inside the Eastern Partnership, but also for the strengthening and

consolidation of this format. Furthermore, Romania's President underscored the fact that during the 10 years since its

launch, the Partnership has contributed to strengthening economies and to expanding stability at the EU borders.

Moreover, President Klaus Iohannis highlighted that the European Union would further act depending on the level of

ambition of Eastern partners, observing these states' individual choices, mentioning that the Union awaits a continuous

political commitment from partner countries in terms of enforcing the commitments in relation with the EU.
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► On 14 May, the European Union, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine

marked the anniversary with a High Level Conference in Brussels. The conference celebrated the achievements of

the last ten years in the EU's relationships with its six Eastern partners, and started discussions on the future

strategic direction of the partnership, to continue delivering concrete results for citizens.
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On Europe Day, PSD organized a rally in Iași, despite criticism and extended protests. PSD Chairman Liviu

Dragnea later accused President Klaus Iohannis of “stealing Europe’s Day”

► On May 9, PSD leaders gathered in Iași to address a crown of around 10,000 people, while more than 2,000

protesters organized a parallel movement. For the ruling party, the cold welcome in Iași was a first, as Moldova is

considered PSD’s main “electoral pool”. During the PSD Chairman's speech, protesters threw anti-PSD flyers, as Liviu

Dragnea referred to them as “people without land or God”. Aside from the negative reactions to the rally, the event

itself was an opportunity for PSD leaders to emphasize the government measures - “we govern for the Romanians, we

raise wages, pensions, bring the doctors back home, restore the dignity of teachers, we build highways” - and repeat

the party’s main message for the upcoming European Parliament elections: PSD is sending “Romanians who are

patriots” to the European Parliament, people who are “determined, young, courageous, who will defend their country.”
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► Nonetheless, the rally in Iași was taken by PSD leaders as an opportunity to attack President Klaus

Iohannis for driving “hatred and division” among people and for “turning the people against each other”

when Romania “needs patriotism and patriots.” After the rally in Iași, Social Democrat leader Liviu Dragnea

attended another rally in Galați and faced the same situation on Saturday, with supporters below the

expected number and protesters chanting anti-PSD slogans.

► On Sunday evening, PSD Chairman Liviu Dragnea criticized President Klaus Iohannis of “stealing

Europe’s Day” and of taking advantage of the fact that he “was alone” and attacked Romania, the

government, democracy and justice.
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Separately from PSD’s Liviu Dragnea, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă took part last week in electoral rallies

in West Romania: Alba Iulia, Cluj, Arad, Timiș and Satu Mare

► After facing protesters’ harsh criticism during an electoral rally in Cluj on Thursday, May 9, Prime Minister Viorica

Dăncilă has been welcomed in Arad the next day by over 200 protesters chanting against PSD.

Several dozens of protesters gathered on Saturday night in Satu Mare, where Viorica Dăncilă was expected. On the

other hand, a small group of PSD supporters were trying to counterbalance the protesters’ action, applauding the Prime

Minister in front of the Timișoara Prefecture. In retort to the protests, Prime Minister Dăncilă said that she and her

colleagues were not afraid of screams and offenses.During her speech in Satu Mare, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă

spoke in favour of the return to common sense and tradition. During Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă was joined by

Minister of Finance Eugen Teodorovici, Defense Minister Gabriel Leș, as well as representatives of the local authorities.

Political – Top events to spot last week

www.fppg.ro

https://www.fppg.ro/


PSD leaders refused to meet with European Socialists gathered in Sibiu, who held an extended meeting on

the sidelines of the Sibiu Summit

► Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European Commission and PES candidate for President of the

European Commission participated in a meeting with fellow European Socialists on Thursday morning, May 9, în Sibiu,

just before the Summit. The meeting of European Socialists was an informal one, some of them being already present

for the Sibiu Summit. PSD leaders did not meet with European Socialist, amidst increasing tensions between the

European Socialists (PES) and their Romanian colleagues. Victor Negrescu, the President of PES Activists Romania and a

key PSD member, declared on May 9 that PES leaders requested meetings both with the Prime Minister and with other

PSD officials, but the meetings did not take place because the EU summit was politicized by EPP, PNL and Iohannis.He

also said that PSD representatives were in contact with PES about that topic.
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►On April 11, Sergei Stanishev, PES President, announced that PES would take into account freezing relations with PSD

until discussing the status of PES member in June, in case the Romanian Government does not clarify its engagement

for the rule of law and does not follow the Commission’s recommendations. He added that until then, no PES even

would be organized next to PSD, despite the electoral campaign. The Romanian Social-Democrats answered by saying

that the treatment of some PES colleagues was unacceptable and they could expect attacks from political opponents,

but not from their own political family. Liviu Dragnea also said he had seen the attitude of come PES colleagues

“showing their muscles that they would freeze relations with PSD,” pointing out that there is no such thing in the PES

code.
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Romanian Government to approve its convergence programme for 2019, according to Prime Minister

Premier Viorica Dăncilă

► The Prime Minister announced on Wednesday, May 8, that the Government will approve the 2019 convergence

programme under a memorandum, adding that investment will be strengthened due to the improved implementation

of projects funded by European funds, increased wages, as well as increasing and diversifying national funding sources.

The convergence programme 2019 is based on the 2019-2021 fiscal-budgeting strategy and the forecast under a

medium-term macroeconomic framework. According to budget planning this year, the budget deficit is estimated at

2.78% GDP - a figure contradicted by most major financial institutions. While discussing the convergence programme,

Dăncilă praised Romania’s robust economic growth, among the highest inside the EU, and stressed that “Romania also

maintains its commitment to joining the Eurozone in 2024, and in 2018 we have made concrete steps in that respect.”
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Romanians who earned less than 12 gross minimum wages between 2014 and 2017 may be exempted from

the payment of health contributions, according to a draft released by the Ministry of Finance on May 8

► This exemption may also be applicable for citizens who have already received tax decisions from the national fiscal

agency (ANAF) for health contributions for the same period, said Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă. This is part of the

second fiscal amnesty announced this year by the government. In April, Finance Minister Eugen Teodorovici said that

the Government may pass a fiscal amnesty measure in May, as part of a policy package for the private sector. The

value of the amnesty would amount to around 1.035 billion RON, according to the substantive note accompanying

the draft emergency ordinance stipulating this measure. Individuals who have opted for CASS payments and for

whom taxing decisions have been issued will not benefit from the cancellation of payments.

Political – Top events to spot last week

www.fppg.ro

https://www.fppg.ro/


Deputy Prime Minister Ana Birchall met with the U.S. Ambassador for International Religious Freedom -

Sam Brownback

► Ana Birchall, Deputy Prime Minister for Implementing Romania's Strategic Partnerships met on Saturday, May 11,

with US Ambassador for International Religious Freedom Sam Brownback, a “context in which the positive example

of tolerance and cooperation provided by the Romanian people, the cults and authorities of Romania was remarked”.

Birchall reiterated the commitment of Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă and the PSD-ALDE Government's to strengthen

all the dimensions of the Strategic Partnership between Romania and the U.S., highlighting the availability and

interest for consolidating the cooperation in terms of international and regional promotion of religious freedoms,

regardless of ethnicity and religion According to her, also brought to mind in the discussion was Pope Francis's

upcoming visit to Romania.
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PSD Chairman Liviu Dragnea announced on Sunday, May 12, an increase of subsidies and the VAT deduction

for vegetable growers

► He specified that the program will be extended to six additional types of vegetables - green pepper, cayenne

pepper, sweet and chili pepper and bell pepper, cucumbers and eggplants, where 1,000 euro per one thousand

square meters will be allocated at the beginning of the program. He also said that VAT on organic products and

traditional Romanian products will drop from 9 to 5%. The current “tomato program” provides for a 3,000-EUR

subsidy per one thousand square meters. He also announced what the extension of this program, which is being

already drafted, entails granting subsidies for the acquisition of heating stations so as to cover the winter months,

both for solariums and greenhouses. For those who will come on sale with tomatoes from December 1 to May 1, the

early season, they will receive a subsidy of 6,000 EUR. Those who will come out with tomatoes after May 1, as they

have now, will receive 4,000 EUR instead of 3,000 EUR.
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The National College for Studying the Securitate Archives (CNSAS) announced on the May 9 that was suing

former President Traian Băsescu for collaborating with the former communist secret police (Securitate)

► Traian Băsescu was examined ex officio as a candidate for the European Parliament, and the investigation was

done by an Investigation Department employee. He would have worked individually without saying anything to

anyone, and on Tuesday he put the report on the table of the CNSAS College, according to press sources.

Traian Basescu has been checked several times by CNAS, from 2002 to 2014. However, the College of the

National Council for Studying Securitate Archives (CNSAS) has voted unanimously on Thursday, May 9, to recheck

the relations of former President Traian Basescu with the Securitate as new elements appeared in the file.
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PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș reacted to the Article 7 warning by pointing the blame towards the PSD

Chairman Liviu Dragnea

► PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș has reacted to Frans Timmermans’ warning over triggering Article 7 against

Romania, saying that replacing CVM “by a more drastic procedure” in Romania’s case would be the European

Commission’s toughest action against the PSD Government. The former technocrat prime minister said that the

only institution that can stop “Romania’s marginalisation” is the Constitutional Court of Romania (CCR). The

former Prime Minister argued that this time it’s not about the “domestic political conflicts or about the attempt

to get rid of a criminal sentence”, but about “a direct fight between Dragnea and the European Union, where the

Romanians are taken hostages by a party of criminals and used as shields”. Dacian Cioloş further called on

Constitutional Judges to declare the amendments on the justice laws as unconstitutional.

Political – Top events to spot last week

www.fppg.ro

https://www.fppg.ro/


PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș had a meeting with French President Emmanuel Macron on the sidelines of

the Sibiu Summit

► Dacian Ciolos, who was in Sibiu where the informal Summit of the EU heads of state and government took place on

May 9, said that he met with Emmanuel Macron, mentioning that, in his opinion, Europe has unfathomed resources to

accurately and honestly write history for the benefit of all European citizens, and the Romanians have the joy and

opportunity to be part of a historical project. According to Cioloș, “the discussion focused on the Manifesto for Europe

that we launched and on the importance of accurate calibration in the European construction. We have agreed that

strengthening cohesion between the East and the West is the cornerstone of the construction of the future Europe.”

Dacian Cioloș added that the talks with the French President focused on preparing the pro-European group in the next

Parliament that will be voted in at the May 26 elections. PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș said on Monday in Alba Iulia that

in the recent months he has had several discussions with the leaders of the French En Marche and Spanish Ciudadanos

parties to form a new center-right political group in the future European Parliament.
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PLUS Chairman Dacian Cioloș criticized President Klaus Iohannis, but later retracted some of the

accusations

► On Sunday, May 12, during an electoral event in Timișoara, Dacian Cioloș said that “the President must assume

decisions. If you nominate every single puppet of a great criminal like Dragnea at the head of the Government, you have

to stand up for this nomination. We want a President who is involved and responsible, a Parliament that responds to

the people’s will and a professional Government!” During the same intervention on Sunday, Cioloș also stated that the

Constitution must be amended to include the fact that the Parliament can be dissolved if a referendum to suspend the

President fails. Yet, on Wednesday, Dacian Cioloș declared that he did not intend to attack President Iohannis, whom he

previously labeled “a President without solutions”. Cioloș declared that he was convinced that the President has not

been comfortable with the candidacies proposed by the ruling coalition, but maintained the idea that the Constitution

must be changed, “so that the President will no longer live under the threat of a referendum for dismissal in case

certain persons are not accepted for being incompetent.”
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National Liberals (PNL) held their own electoral rally in Iași, on May 11, and President Iohannis was one of

the speakers

► Attending the PNL rally in Iasi were also the party leader, Ludovic Orban, the party first vice-chair, Raluca Turcan, the

secretary general, Robert Sighiartau, the candidates for the elections to the European Parliament Rares Bogdan, Theodor

Stolojan, Siegfried Muresan, the head of the Suceava County Council, Gheorghe Flutur and other representatives of the

Liberal leadership. Liberals launched the party’s candidates for the European elections in Unirii Square in Iași on Saturday

and they also invited the Head of State to address the Romanians on the referendum on justice due on May 26. Iohannis

called on people to vote on May 26, pointing out the need to rid the country from “criminals” perched at top of the state.

He added that losing the independence of justice means losing Romania's chances of having highways, hospitals and

schools. The President went on to say that the issue of the rule of law in Romania has become very complicated because

“we have an offender who has perched at the top of the state” and others “have some prosecutors on their trail.” About

8,000 PNL members and sympathizers from Iași, Suceava, Botoșani, Vaslui, Bacău and Neamț attended the rally.
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PNL asked the Constitutional Court to invalidate Liviu Dragnea’s mandate in Parliament

► As reported on May 14, the National Liberals have contested the Chamber of Deputies’ formal decision to

validate the PSD Chairman’s mandate in Parliament, as a member of the Chamber.

PNL has referred an official request in this regard to the Constitutional Court, arguing that the Chamber of Deputies

should have voted on the invalidation of Liviu Dragnea’s mandate, as he was convicted for offences related to the

electoral process. PNL also evoked the fact that, since 2015, Liviu Dragnea was banned from exercising electoral

rights (voting and running for office) for a period of four years - thus including the general elections of 2016,

following which Dragnea became an MP and later a Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies.
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Romania sent an official extradition request for former Constanta mayor detained in Madagascar, who is

expected to be escorted back to Romania on May 20

► The necessary documents for the extradition of Radu Mazare, the former mayor of the Romanian seaside city of

Constanta, were handed over to the competent authorities of Madagascar on Monday, May 13, Romania’s interim

Minister of Justice Ana Birchall announced on Monday morning. The authorities in Madagascar detained Mazare last

week and placed him under provisional arrest for six days. The former mayor fled to Madagascar at the end of 2017, to

dodge a trial for corruption. He received a final sentence of nine years in prison in February this year, in a case that

targeted the illegal allocation of state-owned land along the Black Sea coast and beaches in Constanta. Ana Birchall said

that the extradition file was handed over to the authorities in Madagascar on May 13, in record time given the impressive

volume of documents. On May 15, the Romanian Police announced that Radu Mazăre will be brought back to Romania

on May 20.
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The electoral bureau chairs of the polling stations and their deputies were appointed on Sunday, May 12,

through a computerized drawing of lots

► According to the electoral legislation in force, the chairperson of the polling station electoral bureau and his/her

deputy are appointed by the Permanent Electoral Authority (AEP). This is done in a public session, announced 48

hours in advance, by computerized drawing of lots, organized at the county or Bucharest level, 15 days prior to the

reference day, by positions, from among the people registered in the Romanian Electoral Experts' Body, with the

domicile or residing in the respective county, based on the criterion of the proximity of the domicile or residence

to the polling station headquarters, as well as on the criterion of the graduated studies.
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Anca Alexandrescu returned as Liviu Dragnea’s communication adviser

► After leaving the Government two weeks ago, where she advised Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă, Anca

Alexandrescu returned as a member of Liviu Dragnea’s cabinet at the Chamber of Deputies. Two weeks ago, when

announcing the decision to stop working with Alexandrescu, Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă argued that, during the

electoral campaign, “the party needs to step up communication efforts.”
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